Unit at a Glance Kindergarten: Unit 3: Personal Narrative

Unit 3: Personal Narrative

Introduction

As with all the other kindergarten units of study, the foundation is based in New Standards for Speaking and Listening by NCEE.
In this unit, we support children to tell, retell, read, and write stories that make sense. They not only tell what happened but
also about other people who took part. No longer will their stories seem jumbled and confusing. They will recount five or six
well-sequenced events. “If you can say it, you can write it. If you can write it, you can read it.” (Let’s Talk about It!)

“It’s important to help children feel relaxed when they begin to talk; don’t rush them and remain stationary whenever possible
if they are speaking to you. Interacting with children is the business of the day—all day, every day.” (New Standards for
Speaking and Listening, NCEE)

Reading and Writing Workshop are not isolated experiences in the school day. Students learn about writing during read aloud,
which includes rich discussions about stories and looks at text structures as well as uses authors as mentors for students’ own
writing. Students learn about reading and writing during the Skills Block, where they focus on spelling, conventions, and word
analysis. They use their growing print knowledge to read higher and higher-level texts and transfer these skills to their writing.
They learn about reading and writing in science and social studies as they build vocabulary and learn about their world. They
learn about reading and writing in mathematics by building concepts and using literature to reinforce skills.

This unit is meant as a framework to help your students delve deeper into narrative elements. The lessons are taken from
resources listed below. Familiarize yourself with all parts of these books, which include valuable tips on teaching reading and
writing. As always, you may need to stay longer on some lessons and skip others altogether if you have ideas that work better.
One unit that was not used, but might be helpful, is Unit 3, “Writing for Readers: Teaching Skills and Strategies,” from Lucy
Calkins’ Units of Study for Primary Writing: A Yearlong Curriculum, which has excellent skills lessons.

€ cultural Competency (CC) connection—The lessons throughout this unit are deliberately designed to promote the goals of
cultural competency. This icon identifies strategies and materials that address these goals.

k) English Language Learner (ELL) connection—These planning guides were written to intentionally integrate transitioning
ELLs” needs. The star symbol indicates a strategy and/or additional support essential for transitioning ELLs and embedded
throughout the lessons. These suggestions may also benefit other learners. The Notes column shows details and reminders
related to ELL strategies, as well as additional information for teachers working with different student populations.

Information Literacy and Technology (ILT) connection—Throughout this unit of study are suggestions to infuse informational
literacy and technology into the lessons to provide students with opportunities for 21° century learning.

Standards

e Standard 1: Read and understand a variety of materials.

e Standard 2: Write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.

e Standard 3: Write and speak using formal grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

o Standard 4: Apply thinking skills to reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing.

e Standard 5: Read to locate, select, evaluate, and use relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources.
e Standard 6: Read and recognize literature as a record of human experience.

Reading Workshop: Big Ideas Writing Workshop: Big Ideas

e Use rituals, routines, and tools respectful of diverse cultures to work e Use rituals, routines, and tools respectful of diverse cultures
independently and with others. to work independently and with others.

o Make text-to-self connections based on individual cultures and e Understand common elements of books across cultures to “make
experiences. stuff” in Writing Workshop.

¢ Develop understanding of concepts of print. e Tell, draw, and write as best they can stories from their families,

« Use beginning comprehension strategies to understand stories (retell). communities, and diverse cultural backgrounds.

« Use beginning comprehension strategies to understand stories (answer | ¢ View themselves and perform as authors in a diverse and
questions). respectful community of writers.

« View themselves as members of a diverse and respectful community » Demonstrate emerging grasp of narrative elements in writing and
of readers. speaking.

 Recognize and discuss narrative elements. e Use specific narrative strategies.
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Learn and begin to use reading strategies for independent reading.
Build oral language and vocabulary.
Use dramatization to increase comprehension.

o Build oral language and vocabulary.

Reading Resources

Making Meaning Teacher’s Guide, Kindergarten

Genre Study: Personal Narrative, Kindergarten, by America’s Choice
Fifty Strategies for Teaching English Language Learners,

Second Edition, by Adrienne Herrell and Michael Jordan

The First 30 Days: Reading Workshop, Kindergarten, by America’s Choice
Pumpkin Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington

El circulo de las calabazas: La historia de un huerto by George
Levenson 0

Ben Lost a Tooth/Ben mudé un diente by Leslie Kimmelman O
Maisy’s Pool/La piscina de Maisy by Lucy Cousins 0

My Father Cooks/Mi papa cocina by Beverly Hoffman 0

Carrot Seed by Ruth Krauss

La semilla de zanahoria by Argentina Palacios 0

Harry the Dirty Dog/Harry, el perrito sucio by Gene Zion fj

The Mean Giant by Jill McDougall

Charlie Needs a Cloak/Charlie necesita una capa by Tomie dePaola 0
Alternative books:

Dear Daisy, Get Well Soon by Maggie Smith

Growing Vegetable Soup/A sembrar sopa de verduras by Lois Ehlert Q
Felix Feels Better by Rosemary Wells

Max Cleans Up by Rosemary Wells

Froggy aprende a nadar by Jonathan London 0

Widget by Lyn Rositer McFarland

Stripe by Joanne Partis

La tormenta monstruosa by Jeanne Willis w‘:v

The Napping House/La casa adormecida by Audrey Wood ﬂ‘v

Seven Blind Mice/Siete ratones ciegos by Ed Young w‘."

@ Possible Cinderella selections:

Cinderella/Cenicienta by Chronicle Books LLC Staff
Cinderella/That Awful Cinderella: A Classic Tale by Alvin Granowsky
The Korean Cinderella by Shirley Climo

The Egyptian Cinderella by Shirley Climo

The Persian Cinderella by Shirley Climo

The Irish Cinderlad by Shirley Climo

Cendrillon: A Caribbean Cinderella by Robert D. San Souci
Sootface by Robert D. San Souci

The Golden Sandal: A Middle Eastern Cinderella Story by Rebecca
Hickox

The Turkey Girl: A Zuni Cinderella Story by Penny Pollock

The Rough-Face Girl by Rafe Martin

Domitila: A Cinderella Tale from the Mexican Tradition by Jewell
Reinhart Coburn

Angkat: The Cambodian Cinderella by Jewell Reinhart Coburn
Abadeha: The Philippine Cinderella by Myrna J. De La Paz

Smoky Mountain Rose: An Appalachian Cinderella by Alan Schroeder
Salmon Princess: An Alaska Cinderella Story by Mindy Dwyer

Fair, Brown and Trembling: An Irish Cinderella Story by Jude Daly
The Gift of the Crocodile: A Cinderella Story by Judy Sierra

The Way Meat Loves Salt: A Cinderella Tale from the Jewish
Tradition by Nina Jaffe

Naya, the Inuit Cinderella by Brittany Marceau-Chenke

Writing Resources

Unit 1, “Launching the Writing Workshop,” from Units of Study
for Primary Writing: A Yearlong Curriculum, by Lucy Calkins and
Leah Mermelstein

Unit 2, “Small Moments: Personal Narrative,” from Units of Study
for Primary Writing: A Yearlong Curriculum, by Lucy Calkins and
Abby Oxenhorn

Genre Study: Personal Narrative, Kindergarten, by America’s Choice

The First 30 Days: Writing Workshop, Kindergarten, by America’s
Choice

Fifty Strategies for Teaching English Language Learners,
Second Edition, by Adrienne Herrell and Michael Jordan

Using Rubrics to Improve Student Writing, Kindergarten, by NCEE
Making Meaning Teacher’s Guide, Kindergarten

Familiar, loved text with small, true moments:

Whistle for Willie/Silbale a Willie by Ezra Jack Keats 9

A Chair for My Mother/Un sillén para mi mama by Vera Williams fj
Ben Lost a Tooth/Ben mudé un diente by Leslie Kimmelman v':'
Pumpkin Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington

El circulo de las calabazas: La historia de un huerto by George
Levenson w‘:v

The Kissing Hand/Un beso en mi mano by Audrey Penn or another
Making Meaning book w‘:v

My Father Cooks/Mi papa cocina by Beverly Hoffman w‘:v

Book with a strong sequence of events for retelling:

The Gingerbread Boy

The Little Red Hen/La gallinita rojat.y

Book with clear beginning, middle, and ending:

Goldilocks and the Three Bears/Ricitos de oro y los tres 0sos

by Chronicle Books LLC Staff fj

The Little Red Hen/La gallinita roja 0

Flower Garden by Eve Bunting

El dia mas feliz de Alicia by Meg Starr v':'
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Cinder Edna by Ellen Jackson

Prince Cinders by Babette Cole

Cinder-Elly by Frances Minters

Cindy Ellen: A Wild Western Cinderella by Susan Lowell
Cinderella Penguin: Little Glass Flipper by Janet Perlman
Possible The Three Little Pigs selections:

The Three Little Pigs by Steven Kellogg

The Three Little Pigs by Paul Galdone

The Three Little Pigs by James Marshall

The Three Little Pigs by Patricia Seibert

The Three Little Javelinas by Susan Lowell

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszca

The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eugene Trivizas
Alaska’s Three Pigs by Arlene Laverde

Possible Goldilocks and the Three Bears selections:
Goldilocks and the Three Bears by Jan Brett

Goldilocks and the Three Bears/Ricitos de oro y los tres 0sos by
Chronicle Books LLC Staff

Goldilocks and the Three Bears by James Marshall
Goldilocks and the Three Bears by Candice Ransom
Goldilocks and the Three Bears/Bears Should Share! by Alvin
Granowsky

Dusty Locks and the Three Bears by Susan Lowell

Goldilocks Returns by Lisa Campbell

Yours Truly, Goldilocks by Alma Flor Ada
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