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Unit 2: Small Moments 

Introduction 
Using effective decoding and comprehension strategies is the focus of this second unit of study. Thinking readers seamlessly 

employ a whole range of strategies. Small Moment lessons provide beginning readers explicit demonstrations about how to use 
strategies in isolation but also in combination with strategies to make meaning of text. 

First-graders retell a sequence of events with precise detail and write so readers can follow those events. Lucy Calkins states, 
“What in fact matters most to a child’s later literacy are the opportunities children have to take the moments of their lives 
and spin them into stories... If our children are going to be at home with literacy, they need to read, write, and talk the 
language that creates new worlds.” (Small Moments: Personal Narrative Writing, 2003, page IV) 

As with all the units of study, teachers are encouraged to use these lessons as a guide. Adapt lessons to meet your students’ 
needs and make the unit your own. Depending on your students’ background and interest, add, eliminate, or modify lessons. 
The unit is expected to take five to six weeks to complete. 

 English Language Learner (ELL) connection—These planning guides were written to intentionally integrate transitioning ELLs’ 
needs. The star symbol indicates a strategy and/or additional support essential for transitioning ELLs and embedded 
throughout the lessons. These suggestions may also benefit other learners. The Notes column shows details and reminders 
related to ELL strategies, as well as additional information for teachers working with different student populations. 

 Information Literacy and Technology (ILT) connection—Throughout this unit of study are suggestions to infuse informational 
literacy and technology into the lessons to provide students with opportunities for 21st century learning. 

Colorado Standards 

• Standard 1: Students read and understand a variety of materials. 
• Standard 2: Write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
• Standard 3: Write and speak using formal grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 
• Standard 4: Apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. 
• Standard 5: Read to locate, select, evaluate, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological 

sources. 
• Standard 6: Read and recognize literature as a record of human experience. 

Reading Workshop: Big Ideas Writing Workshop: Big Ideas 

• Develop reading strategies for decoding and comprehension. 
• Give evidence that students follow the meaning of what they read. 
• Develop group skill of talking and listening to one another. 
• Solve reading problems and self-correct through strategies that include 

using syntax and word meaning clues and gathering context clues from 
surrounding sentences or pictures. 

• Talk about characters’ motives. 
• Read personal narratives and identify attributes for personal narrative 

writing. 
• Retell a story with simple narrative structure, getting the story in the 

correct sequence. 
• Listen and respond to literature from a variety of cultures. 

• Tell, draw, and write personal stories and focused, small moment 
ideas. 

• Tell stories with sequence of events, including a beginning, 
middle, and ending. 

• Evidence a plan in their writing. 
• Demonstrate a growing awareness of author’s craft by applying 

some writing strategies. 
• Share and talk about their writing daily. 
• Continue to develop strategies for hearing and recording sounds, 

using known words, leaving spaces between words, and being risk- 
takers with spelling. 

• Apply a sense of what constitutes good writing. 

Reading Resources Writing Resources 

• Making Meaning, first grade and accompanying text 
• Notebook lessons 
• Variety of big books 
• Fifty Strategies for Teaching English Language Learners, Second 

Edition, by Adrienne Herrell and Michael Jordan 

• Units of Study: Small Moments: Personal Narrative Writing; 
Writing for Readers: Teaching Skills and Strategies; and  
The Craft of Revision by Lucy Calkins 

• Using Rubrics to Improve Student Writing, First Grade,  
New Standards by NCEE 

• Student samples of narratives 
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